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AAC Writing Center Resources 
Structuring an Argumentative Response

Just because much argumentative writing is driven by disagreement, it does not follow that agreement is ruled out.  Although argumentation is often associated with conflict and opposition, the type of conversational, “they say/I say” argument outlines here can be just as useful when you agree as when you disagree.  
Try this framework, filling in the blanks with the substance of your argument:
The author argues __________________ , and I agree because __________ . Her argument that _______________ is supported by new research showing that ____________________.
You don’t always have to choose between either simply agreeing or disagreeing, since the “they say/I say” format also works to both agree and disagree at the same time. Try this:
The author claims that _______________, and I have mixed feelings about it. On the one hand, I agree that _________________ . On the other hand, I still insist that_______________.
This option—agreeing and disagreeing simultaneously—is one we especially recommend, since it allows you to avoid a simple yes or no response and present a more complicated argument, while containing the complication within a clear “on the one hand/on the other hand” framework.

Here are some more elaborate templates for responding to argumentation:
In recent discussions of ________, a controversial issue has been whether ______________.    On the one hand, some argue that _____________.  According to this view, __________. 

On the other hand, however, others argue that ________________ .  In the words of one of this view’s main proponents, “_________ .”  According to this view, ____________________. 

In sum, then, the issue is whether or ________________.   My own view is that ___________. Though I concede that _____________, I still maintain that _____________.  For example,_________________.  

Although it might be objected that ____________, I reply that  ___________.  The issue is important because _______________.


Adapted from: They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing (Graff and Birkenstein)
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