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My name is Collin Graw and I am a Senior studyin
Architecture and Construction Management. In the fall
of 2009, I was able to take part in something trt spec1a1

: ‘
when I had the chance to study for the semester & J 4

Florence, Italy.

know there is no better place to learn 1bc )
subjects than the "birth place of the RENAISSADEE ) = =&
Florence, Italy. Many of the world's nﬁ aﬁl llts
such as I\/hchelangelo Da Vinci, and
,"""--~.» Brey, AT, TTaer Re chance 'r"ﬁ'fvem the
~ same place, centurxes atet, surrounded by the magmﬁcent
pieces of art anc[ arclutecture, ‘What mad)e’ the ex enence
_ even more valuable was the fact that I w le feed
' ' hitecture off the

estigic
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;was lucky enoﬁgh i i 16
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All'in all, des’plte the bur
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Traditionally, travel is viewed as a chance to bask in art,
architecture, food and music and for the majority that is
exactly what they receive, They will learn factoids, snaps
pictures of beautiful vistas and stand in line to see priceless
objects of civilization but those are attributes of a vacation,
Ten days traveling is an amazing escape from the world we
live in and for many it is deeply rewarding. I am one of
those people and I have experienced firsthand what happens
when we return from a vacation, we slip back into our lives
and our experiences drift away. We wi].}l) always have images
to remind us and we might catch something on the
television that will take us back to those experiences.

months and there I began to find more fulfilling travel. T
discovered through constant exposure and course work that
it 1is Possible t0 receive more than fleeting memories. We
studted history, art-and culture the same as the people that
clogged the streets day, The difference

was we existed in the<fgl { ey Were-expesiencing,
We developed favo ba s"FFFEREven khew

b
service hours of our favorite placq
1

I don't believe we began to apprec gouri experience less as

the time went or re gigen time.to. rec om
shell shock. Sim oV CHMEN eve

we came to experie :
assistance of mentorss i onal“eliriosttyslead us to
understand the clima® e fromfifS0Ckstatid
point and not just historically but in mJdes ' v as el
Perhaps we just learned a lot more of th®*83he information |
but I believe we were able to understand them and piece
them into a network of knowledge. Comprehension of the
environment that is being experienced may just be the key
to a valid visit.

When we recall Florence it will not be buildings and pizza,
it 1S not a space to us, but actuaﬂy a place.

Ryan Shaner
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Palazzo della Signoria at night, Florence, Italy. Sce_ne.



Group Photo; Christy, Colin , Chelsea, Brandon and the un-usual

suspects n Italy.
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Coalin at roof of
Duomo. (Yes real)ll
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