Prompt for Sample Essays:

1. The following excerpt from a New York Times article discusses whether groundwater use should be regulated in California
.  California has a dry climate and is experiencing a three-year drought.  The Central Valley, of which the San Joaquin water basin is a part, is also the source of much of the fresh produce we enjoy year-round.  Read the excerpt, and then write an essay explaining 
whether you think
 the State of Michigan, sometimes known as the “Water Wonderland
,” should regulate use of our ground water.





Environment 

Rising Calls to Regulate California Groundwater 
By FELICITY BARRINGER
Published: May 13, 2009 

TULARE, Calif. — For the third year in a row, Mark Watte plans to rely on the aquifer beneath his family farm for three-quarters of the water he needs to keep his cotton, corn and alfalfa growing, his young pistachio trees healthy and his 900 dairy cows cool.  Skip to next paragraphThat is 50 percent more than he used to take, because the water that once flowed to the farm from snow in the Sierra Nevada has been reduced by a long dry spell and diversions to benefit endangered fish.  Since 2006 the surface of the aquifer, in the Kaweah subbasin of the San Joaquin basin, has dropped 50 feet as farmers pumped deeper, Mr. Watte says. Some of his pumps no longer reach far enough to bring any water to the surface.

If he lived in almost any other state in the arid Southwest, Mr. Watte could be required to report his withdrawals of groundwater or even reduce them. But to California’s farmers and developers, that is anathema. “I don’t want the government to come in and dictate to us, ‘This is all the water you can use on your own land,’ ” said Mr. Watte, 57. “We would resist that to our dying day.”

Although California has been a pathbreaker in some environmental arenas, like embracing renewable energy and recycling, groundwater rights remain sacrosanct. But the state government is facing growing pressure to embrace regulation.  Recent scientific studies indicate that in the long term, climate change is diminishing the potential for the Sierra snowpack to generate enough runoff. Aquifers are thus a crucial insurance policy for water users.  Critics argue that refusing to monitor and regulate groundwater could prove catastrophic to the state’s real estate sector and its $36 billion agricultural economy.

“We really have reached the limit of surface water in California,” said Tony Rossman, a San Francisco lawyer specializing in water rights.  “The answer so far has been to drill deeper,” he said. “This can’t continue.”
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Monitoring Michigan’s Groundwater

Many states in the southwest region of the United States require farmers to report amounts of groundwater used on their farms.  California remains one of the only states in the southwest not to impose this requirement, even though drought is very common
.  Michigan, on the other hand, has abundant fresh water in both its lakes and earth.  So the question is whether it would be beneficial for Michigan to regulate the use of this water
, and what the impact might be on Michigan farmers.  

Farmers use water from two types of sources
.  Municipal water, such as the kind used in homes, comes from local governmental facilities and farmers pay for it by amount used.  Natural sources of water include lakes and groundwater and are free to whoever can remove and transport them to a farm.  In California and the rest of the southwest, there exist few natural sources of water because there is much heat and   little precipitation.  In fact, most groundwater comes from snow melting from the region’s mountain ranges.  When there is a drought, farmers either have to purchase water from municipalities (which, considering the amount used, can be very expensive) or else drill underground and pump whatever water they can find.  This practice is reminiscent of the current oil crisis, in which the semi-natural deposits of crude oil are being pumped dry due to current need.
  Some state governments in the southwest have taken the initiative to monitor and control the amounts of water farmers remove from the earth, thus ensuring a fair spread of this precious resource.  

Regulating water usage essential boils down to monitoring water extracted from the ground
, either by physically monitoring water-extracting equipment or otherwise requiring farmers to report amounts removed.  As far as feasibility of receiving reliable intelligence in this area, it would be difficult to monitor the equipment of the farmers and it would seem foolish to believe that every farmer would report truthful amounts.  However, in states like California where there is a serious risk of actually running out of usable water completely, devising some method of helping to ensure its availability would simply be responsible.

Michigan does not have the same issue as the southwest states do
.  That is, there is not a high probability of drought considering the abundant fresh lake water and relatively high precipitation rates year-round.  This, coupled with the fact that water, unlike crude oil, is not simply broken down into mostly unusable chemical compounds and is mostly recycled back into the environment
, leads to the conclusion that Michigan does not need to regulate the use of its groundwater.  This is not to say that Michigan  should do as the world has done with its oil supply and simply use until there is a problem
.  Rather, Michigan should monitor water usage to define trends and to lessen the chance of a future crisi
s.  

Monitoring, instead of regulating, would mean requiring farmers to self-report amounts of water extracted from the ground.  Farm equipment could easily be outfitted to measure the amount of water pumped, and farmers could report the weekly or monthly totals via the internet or some paper form.  At a minimum, this data would give researchers an insight into when and where the most water is used.  Going further, water usage trends by crop could be recorded to give current and future farmers a better idea of what they should expect at any time of the year for any crop.  And farmers in the southwest region, to make better decisions on what crops to grow when a drought season is imminent, could use the same data.  

The idea of monitoring anything that is generally a free resource can be frightening to the user
, especially considering the amount of water some farmers require.  Besides the fear that water usage could one day be limited by the government, there would be a fear of taxation.  Currently, groundwater usage is not monitored, and so is not easily taxable.  However, if farmers start self-reporting the usage of the water that may in some ways be considered the property of the State of Michigan, it may not be long before a per-gallon tax is imposed.  So, if Michigan does pass a law that requires farmers to report water usage, the law should be written to forbid taxation.  

This day in age, technology enables us to track trends in the weather, pollen count, ultraviolet radiation from the sun, oceanic currents, and thousands of other important metrics that will help us to foresee disaster and hopefully live better lives on this planet.  Adding another metric to our current ability should always be a priority, but it should not come at the cost of more taxation or governmental control.  Michigan should begin to monitor the use of groundwater on farms
, but this must not mean taxation on a natural resource that has been free forever.  In a time when scientist warn
 of global warming and the possibility that our climate could change drastically, every piece of data about our natural surroundings is important. 
Word Count:  844 words

WRITING PROFICIENCY EXAM (COM3000)

 Date:
2009
     Start Time:
1:00 p.m.
 
CRN:  0000
Your Banner ID (initials+Banner number):
Student B
Before proceeding use SAVE AS (under File, then Save As) and name this file your Banner ID.   (eg, ZZ987654321).  Make sure to give your essay a title.  Begin writing below this line:

Keeping Michigan a “Water Wonderland”


Currently there are many farmers in the Southern States 
experiencing a shortage of water to keep their fields watered and their cattle fed.  Here in Michigan, known as the “Water Wonderland” state, there is water all around, with the great lakes
, the heavy snowfall in the winter, and the rainy springs.  In order to make that water last for centuries I believe that the State of Michigan should begin to regulate the use of our ground water
.  In order to successfully generate a system to regulate ground water use we must first make citizens aware of possible shortages in the future, implement available unused grey water and rain water systems, and realize that saving water now could help with Michigan’s future and the future of other states experiencing droughts.  


In order to regulate ground water, Michigan citizens must be aware of the issues of shortages and how they can reduce their use
.  The best way to reduce water usages, and therefore save more groundwater, is to allow every citizen the chance to save water.  With the advancement in technology there are many ways to do so.  There are new ‘low flow’ toilets that can be installed, which use less than half of the water older toilets use per flush.  There are also sink and shower heads that reduce the amount of water coming out.  The State can also encourage Michiganders to take shorter showers, water their lawns less in the summer and wear clothe more than once in order to reduce the amount of loads of laundry.  If each person is given the knowledge and chance to save water, it would make a huge difference on Michigan as a whole and save a lot of wasted groundwater
. 


A large
 way to lower the use of ground water in Michigan is to implement more grey water and rainwater systems
.  Grey water systems collect water used in showers and sinks and can easily recycle that water for another use.  Rain water systems collect rain runoff from roofs and parking lots and reuse that water as well.  These systems are available but are not used as often as they can.  The use of theses systems would enable citizens to reuse the same water several times.  On farm lands, where southern states are feeling the drought the most, a rainwater system would allow farmers to completely water their fields and hydrate his cattle with rain water all summer. In residential areas, citizens could use recycled grey water and rain water to water their gardens and lawn. This type of Technology
 has been available for years and with a state regulation on water uses, I believe it will encourage more people to begin recycling water
.  


Lastly, Michigan needs to begin regulating water now before it is to
 late. Although Michigan is still a “Water Wonderland” the groundwater is much lower than it has been in the past and Michigan may one day feel a shortage as well.  “Critics argue that refusing to monitor and regulate ground water could prove catastrophic to the states 
real estate sector and its’ $36 billion agriculture economy” (Barringer).  This comment on the shortage of groundwater in the state of California should encourage us to implement a water regulating system before it is too late.  With the climate changing every year, more and more southern states are going to be feeling the same water shortages as California is.  This would affect Michigan because a lot of fruits and vegetables are imported from those southern states. We should use California as an example of not planning ahead and take steps now in order to not follow in their footsteps.  If Michigan begins to reduce their
 water uses, it is possible that some of the fresh water saved here,
 could be imported to help support those southern state
s.  Michigan is suffering from other environmental issues such as pollution and global warming because we failed to foresee these problems.  We should learn from these mistakes and do what we can now to avoid a possible water shortage problem in the future
. 


I believe that it is important that Michigan begins regulating ground water uses now, before it is too late.  They must make citizens aware of possible shortages in the future, implement available unused grey water and rain water systems, and realize that saving water now could help with Michigan’s future and the future of other states experiencing droughts.  In order to remain a “Water Wonderland” we must act now to avoid a water shortage problem for our future generations.  

Word Count = 761

The writer clearly knows a great deal about water shortages and how to prevent them.  Does the reader want more specific details about water conservation?
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Water, Water, Everywhere…. But only what the government allows

The environment is changing and apparently global warming is a great concern. The United States, as well as many other countries around the world, is having economic problems. People are loosing
 their jobs, homes, life savings, and their general outlook on life. In the State of Michigan, this economic crisis has hit like a ton of bricks. In Michigan, the unemployment rate is the highest in the country, at 12 percent. While Michigan is not the only state to feel this heavy crunch, the economy seems to be this states
 largest problem. While the economy is a big concern, many states are also having severe drought problems, mostly in the West and Southwest. Due to the severity of this issue, many state governments have begun regulating the amount of water that one may use. While this may not seem like a big deal to many, it is a serious problem that many farmers are having.  One state in particular, California, is having the worst drought it has seen in many years. This is a problem because a big portion of California residents are farmers
 and their income relies heavily on crop production. There are a few states in the West and Southwest who do not have government regulation on water usage, and California is one of them. Now, due to the increased severity of this drought, many California law makers are considering placing state regulations on water use. However, in Michigan, we have had an over abundance of water for decades; rightfully so, we are the Great Lake State. Due to Michigan’s large supply of water, many dry states in the West and Southwest have tried for years to take our water and run it through underground pipelines to that area. This idea has been around for awhile, but was made popular by our former President George W. Bush. When he was Governor of Texas, he tried for years to get water from Michigan and for many years he failed. Now that this water crisis has gotten worse, some governors from that area of the country may try come after our water again. I do feel that global warming is an immediate concern, however not for Michigan. I do think that placing some sort of regulation on our water usage is appropriate, but not that large of one. Some day the water around Michigan may get low and possibly dry up, but I don’t think that those days are near at all. Although our state government has larger economic problems to deal with, placing some rules on our water supply may be a good idea. I would hate to see us just ignore this issue completely, and end up like California or Texas in fifty years. This then leads me to pose the question, why not sell Michigan’s water? 
Many states need our water and we have an abundance of it. Rather than have these states take it with no benefit to Michigan, why not sell a small percentage of it? This states
 economy is horrible right now, and selling a small amount of water may be a good economic boost. Now obviously I don’t want to see our water supply dwindle down to nothing, but if regulated properly by our government it could work. The trick is to only sell these states what we (Michigan) can afford to part with. I love the summers here in Michigan and part of this states beauty is the Great Lakes. I don’t want to loose all of that due to global warming or even mass siphoning of our water
.  

Overall I feel that a small regulation of Michigan’s water is a good idea. Many people today are conscious of how much water they use, but there are still many others who do not care. This is why water regulation here in Michigan may be a good idea. I am not a fan of government interference, but unfortunately it sometimes needs to happen. I have lived in this state for almost my entire life and like I said earlier, it’s the Great Lakes and all the inland bodies of water that makes this state beautiful. I want this enjoyment to be had by my children and there children. I want them to know what it’s like riding on a boat on Lake Huron, or walking down the sandy beaches of Lake Michigan. It’s because of this why 
we need to have some sort of water regulation. This state already has had enough problems and I don’t want to see water become one of them. My only hope is that our state government will take action before it is too late and implement some sort of water regulation.  
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· What is writer’s thesis?  How can he/she state it succinctly and clearly so the reader does not have to guess about it?  Does the writer contradict him-/herself?

· Is the writer arguing two different theses:  (1) Sell the water to balance Michigan’s budget, and (2) regulate water use so that Michigan will always have plenty?  Or is the writer trying to argue that shipping Michigan’s water out-of-state is a bigger threat to Michigan’s ground water than global warming or drought? 

· Do you believe that the writer has responded to the prompt?
· Do you think the writer started typing without first thinking about how s/he wanted to respond to the prompt?
· How would you reorganize this essay so that it would be successful?
�Prompt announces the topic/subject discussed in the article excerpt.


�Prompt tells you that the main purpose of this essay is to convey facts or information—exposition.


�Prompt invites the writer to take a position and argue it—so persuasion is another purpose of the essay.  The prompt also tells writer to express his or her own stance.


�Prompt tells writer that s/he should compare and contrast dry California’s situation to that of “watery” Michigan. The writer will then develop the essay using comparison and contrast as a strategy.


�Student gives essay a title that previews both the subject and the student’s thesis.


�Student refers to facts stated in the prompt. Student could also have cited the article directly.


�Student raises the question which essay will address. See conclusion for statement of thesis.


�Clear topic sentence begins this paragraph. Paragraph goes on to explain and clarify the two types of water sources.


�Student uses an analogy to the petroleum industry to support and clarify his point.


�This paragraph’s topic sentence sets up the subject of the paragraph: how and why water use should be regulated.


�This topic sentence tells readers that the writer will compare  and contrast Michigan’s situation to that of California and the Southwest.


�Writer uses analogy to oil industry to contrast it to the use of water.


�Repeats analogy to oil industry, this time to compare water use to oil use.


�The writer, having set up the issues and compared Michigan’s situation to that of drought-prone states, formulates a clear thesis statement. The writer could have done this at the beginning of the essay, but he chose to set up the comparisons and contrasts first to put his thesis in context.


�Writer confronts and minimizes possible objections to his position on ground water monitoring in Michigan.


�Writer restates  thesis in conclusion


�Writer has one error—subject-verb agreement, but the essay is otherwise free of errors in conventions, very well-organized, well-developed with examples and comparisons and contrasts, uses  good sentence variety, and employs effective word choice, 


�Note:  The prompt referred to California and other western states, not to southern states.


�Writer should capitalize Great Lakes because it is a proper name.


�Writer makes clear statement of his/her thesis.


�Writer “previews” or “maps” the organization of his/her essay for the reader.


�Writer provides a clear topic sentence for this paragraph.


�The writer gives specific details of how the state can educate its citizens to save water.  Specific examples and details keep the essay from being abstract, bland, and boring.


�Word choice—what would be a better word choice here?


�Writer provides a clear topic sentence for this paragraph.


�Word should not be capitalized.


�Writer provides two examples of techniques for recycling water.  The reader might want to know more about gray water and rain collection systems, and the writer could have given more details about these systems and how they would be used by Michigan residents..


�Word choice error


�Fails to indicate possessive with an apostrophe between e and s.


�Michigan = its


�No comma here


�Could calls for Michigan to share its water be another threat to Michigan’s water supply?  Could the writer counter an objection to exporting Michigan’s water?


�Writer compares Michigan’s situation to that of California and calls for Michigan to prevent future water shortages here.  However, the reader would like to have some more specific examples of the kinds of regulations Michigan should enact. What would you suggest?


�Word Choice Error


�Fails to punctuate for possessive:  state’s


�Fails to punctuate compound sentence


�Is this the issue the prompt raises, or is it extraneous to the prompt?


�Fails to indicate possessive, state’s


�This essay has only two paragraphs. Does this indicate that the writer is having trouble with his/her organization?


�How can you rewrite this to make it more concise and direct?
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