WPE Sample Prompt #1
The following is an AP news release discussing the problem of clutter in America.  Write an essay about the clutter problem many Americans seem to have, arguing your reasons that clutter gets the best of many people.  Use information from your own experience and observations, as well as from information you’ve received from your reading, your coursework, and other sources.

	• Drug-resistant skin infections spreading fast
• Drive-in movie attracts crowds in Virginia
• Al-Qaida gains strength in Iraq Sunni heartland
• Spending to death: How much is living worth?
• Brats in public? Or little darlings? Readers react
• Most viewed on MSNBC.com

	• Suspect: JonBenet Ramsey’s death ‘an accident’
• Family faces eviction for noisy night prayers
• Federal judge orders end to wiretap program
• Is dead beast the marauding ‘hybrid mutant’?
• Sebastian the cat gets a gold grill
• Most viewed on MSNBC.com
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Updated: 12:24 a.m. ET Oct 23, 2005

To many observers, clutter reflects the mind-set of the modern household — overburdened, disorganized and compulsive. To others, clutter is a broader symbol of a ravenous culture dependent on easy credit, piling up debt and consuming a lion’s share of the world’s resources without considering the consequences.
“People’s homes are a reflection of their lives,” says Los Angeles psychologist and organizational consultant Peter Walsh. “It is no accident that people have a huge weight problem in this country, and clutter is the same thing. Homes are an orgy of consumption.”

WPE Sample Prompt #2

Imagine that automobiles were banned in Southeastern Michigan as of January 1, 2020 [yes—it’s extremely unlikely, but go along with it for the sake of argument].  What changes would the built environment experience?  To answer this question, think about the ways that, in the past hundred years, the automobile changed how and where we live, eat, work, go to school, go on vacations, relate to peoples not like ourselves, and think about ourselves as individuals.

WPE Sample Prompt #3

Read the following excerpt from an article which appeared in The New York Times.  Do you agree with the main ideas of the author?  Explain why or why not you agree with him.



Unhappy Meals 

By MICHAEL POLLAN

Published: January 28, 2007

Eat food. Not too much. Mostly plants. 

That, more or less, is the short answer to the supposedly incredibly complicated and confusing question of what we humans should eat in order to be maximally healthy. I hate to give away the game right here at the beginning of a long essay, and I confess that I’m tempted to complicate matters in the interest of keeping things going for a few thousand more words. I’ll try to resist but will go ahead and add a couple more details to flesh out the advice. Like: A little meat won’t kill you, though it’s better approached as a side dish than as a main. And you’re much better off eating whole fresh foods than processed food products. That’s what I mean by the recommendation to eat “food.” Once, food was all you could eat, but today there are lots of other edible foodlike substances in the supermarket. These novel products of food science often come in packages festooned with health claims, which brings me to a related rule of thumb: if you’re concerned about your health, you should probably avoid food products that make health claims. Why? Because a health claim on a food product is a good indication that it’s not really food, and food is what you want to eat.

WPE Sample Prompt #4

Some urban planners suggest that we abandon the subdivision model of housing development in favor of cluster developments.  Cluster developments build housing units close together, then leave the rest of the property open for recreations and natural sites.  What benefits can you see to cluster development?
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WPE Sample Prompt #5

Cell phones are everywhere; you probably have one with you right now.  While mobile phones are very convenient, they also cause some problems.  Some of these problems can be serious, such as talking on a cell phone while driving.  However, some users of cell phones in public behave rudely and without consideration for the people around them.  Write an essay entitled “Etiquette for Cell Phone Use in Public” in which you give your own rules for polite use of cell phones.  Describe some of the rude behaviors you have observed and give your own “rules” of how cell users should behave.

