ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: DOING THE RIGHT THINGS
An AAC Workshop presentation by S. Russell, September 2009

According to the Center for Academic Integrity there are five fundamental values that characterize an academic community of integrity: 
 
· Honesty
· Trust
· Fairness
· Respect
· Responsibility

	Acts of academic dishonesty compromise the core values of an institution, and undermine the process by which knowledge is created, shared and evaluated.  (Empire State College, State University of New York)

· LTU: ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

· Students, faculty, and staff are expected to follow established standards of academic integrity and honesty.

· Academic misconduct entails dishonesty or deception in fulfilling academic requirements and includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or the furnishing of false information to the University or a University affiliate in matters related to academics. 

· It is therefore this institution’s stated policy that no form of dishonesty among its faculty or students will be tolerated. 

· Although all members of the University community have an obligation to report occurrences of dishonesty, each individual is principally responsible for his or her own conduct.


THE ACADEMIC HONOR CODE

· “I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid in completing this work, nor have I presented someone else’s work as my own.”

· TYPES OF ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
· Would you know if it if you saw it?

· Did you commit a breach of academic integrity?

· You submit a paper that you wrote and submitted in a prior term.  

· ANSWER:  YES! Professors assume your work is original to their course, unless you specifically cite the prior work. If you want to build on prior work, discuss this with your professor prior to submitting your paper, so he or she knows which work has been done specifically for the current course.

· Did you commit a breach of academic integrity?
· You get 12 test results for a science project.  You eliminate the two that do not support your hypothesis and report out only on the 10 that do.

  ANSWER:  YES. By eliminating data, you are making a dishonest and false statement.

· Did you commit a breach of academic integrity?
· You and a friend split the assigned problems and each work on half.  You then swap the completed answers and each of you submits ALL the problems as your own work.

  ANSWER:  YES.  This is cheating!  Both you and your friend are guilty of misrepresenting the work of another person as your own.

· Academic Dishonesty?
· With your permission, a friend copies a substantial portion of a research paper you submitted last term. 

  ANSWER:  YES.  You have facilitated and participated in an act of cheating.

· A breach of academic integrity?
· You find a paragraph in an article that becomes the main point for your paper. Rather than quote the text, you paraphrase it. 

  ANSWER:  NO. Paraphrasing the content of an article is acceptable!  However, you are guilty of plagiarism if you do not properly acknowledge the source of the information. Whether you choose to paraphrase or quote the source directly, you must include a reference to the author within the text of the paper or with a footnote.

WHY DO PEOPLE CHEAT?

· Between 40 and 70% of all college students report cheating at some point during their college careers.
· Rutgers’ Management Education Center found that 75% of 4500 high school students interviewed had engaged in serious cheating.
· More than half of these plagiarized work they found on the internet.  
· Most disturbing?  Many of these students saw nothing wrong with cheating.
· 50% of these students said that copying answers is not cheating.  
·  Pressure

· Competition

· Laziness

· •  Excessive demands

· •  Indifferent institutional attitudes

· •  Peer pressure to support a friend

· •  Diminishing ethical values and academic integrity

Are you serious?
· "I believe cheating is not wrong. People expect us to attend 7 classes a day, keep a 4.0 GPA, not go crazy and turn in all of our work the next day. What are we supposed to do, fail?“

· "We students know that the fact is we are almost completely judged on our grades. They are so important that we will sacrifice our own integrity to make a good impression."

· "What's important is getting ahead. The better grades you have, the better school you get into, the better you're going to do in life. And if you learn to cut corners to do that, you're going to be saving yourself time and energy. In the real world, that's what's going to be going on. The better you do, that's what shows. It's not how moral you were in getting there." 

· "I actually think cheating is good. A person who has an entirely honest life can't succeed these days."

DOUBLE WHAMMY

· Cheating means getting unauthorized help on an assignment, quiz, or examination. 


(1) Receiving from any other student or giving to any other student any information, answers, or help during an exam.
 
(2) Using unauthorized sources for answers during an exam. Taking notes or books to the exam when such aids are forbidden, or referring to any book or notes while you are taking the exam unless the instructor indicates it is an "open book" exam. 

(3) Obtaining exam questions illegally before an exam or tampering with an exam after it has been corrected.

(4) Allowing another to do one’s work and submitting that work as your own.

(5) Submitting identical or similar work for you which you have already received credit in another course of study without prior permission.


· Plagiarism means submitting work as your own that is someone else's. 


(1) Copying material from a book or other source without acknowledging that the words or ideas are someone else's and not your own is plagiarism.

(2) If you copy an author's words exactly, treat the passage as a direct quotation and supply the appropriate citation.

(3) If you use someone else's ideas, even if you paraphrase the wording, appropriate credit should be given.

(4) You have committed plagiarism if you purchase a term paper or submit a paper as your own that you did not write.

More whammies!
· Fabrication is the act of inventing data, information or citations in an assignment or project. 

· Misrepresentation is making an intentional false statement or forging documents in an assignment, research project or an investigation.

· Unauthorized collaboration occurs when you submit work for individual credit after a group shares work on an assignment, without permission of the instructor.

· Aiding and abetting academic dishonesty occurs when you provide material, information or assistance to another who commits a violation of academic integrity.

· Abuses of confidentiality occur when you use personal or proprietary information without permission.  It includes taking or using information from other’s personal papers or from a funded research project.

· Damaging stealing, or misusing the property of the college and others includes misusing computer resources, making unauthorized use or distribution of software, text, electronic media or images without obtaining copyright permission.
ACKNOWLEDGING YOUR SOURCES:  WHY

· You must provide an honest representation of your work so that its merits can be evaluated fairly.
· Proper citation accurately plots the extent of your knowledge of the topic.
· Proper citation creates an appreciation for your original contribution to the subject.
· Proper citation allows your reader to access your resources for further study and information.
· If you fail to cite your sources, whether deliberately or inadvertently, you are guilty of plagiarism! 

ACKNOWLEDGING YOUR SOURCES: WHEN?

· WHEN IN DOUBT, CITE!

   	You’ll never find yourself in trouble if you acknowledge a source when it’s not absolutely necessary.  

  	It’s always preferable to err on the side of caution and completeness. 
  
  	If you’re unsure about whether or not to cite a source, ask your professor for guidance before submitting the paper or report.

WHEN TO CITE SOURCES

1. Quotation. Any verbatim use of a source, no matter how large or small the quotation, must be placed in quotation marks.  (If longer than three lines, the quotation should be clearly indented.)  The quotation must be accompanied, either within the text or in a footnote, by a precise indication of the source (author, title, place and date of publication (where relevant), and page numbers). Even if you use only a short phrase, or even one key word, you must use quotation marks in order to set off the borrowed language from your own, and you must cite the source.
                        
2. Paraphrase. Paraphrase is a restatement of another person’s thoughts or ideas in your own words. Although you don’t need to use quotation marks when you paraphrase, you absolutely do need to cite the source, either in parentheses or in a footnote. If another author’s idea is particularly well put, quote it verbatim and use quotation marks to distinguish his or her words from your own. Paraphrase your source if you can restate the idea more clearly or simply, or if you want to place the idea in the flow of your own thoughts—though be sure to announce your source in your own text (“Albert Einstein believed that…”) and always include a citation. Paraphrasing does not relieve you of the responsibility to cite your source.

3. Summary. Summary is a concise statement of another person’s thoughts or ideas in your own words. A summary is normally shorter than the original — a distillation of the source’s ideas. When summarizing other people’s ideas, arguments, or conclusions, you must cite your sources.

4. Facts, Information, and Data. Often you’ll want to use facts or information to support your own argument. If the information is found exclusively in a particular source, you must clearly acknowledge that source.  If you use information reported by a researcher, you must cite your source, probably a scientific journal or a website. Or if you use a piece of information discovered by another scholar in the course of his or her own research, you must cite your source. Note that facts are different from ideas: facts may not need to be cited, whereas ideas must always be cited. Deciding which facts or pieces of information require citation and which are common knowledge, and thus do not require citation, isn’t always easy. 

SAFE SURFING
Electronic Sources
When citing an online source, your citation
Should contain the following elements:
· the author or editor (if available), 
· the title of the text (if different from the name of the website) 
· the name of the website, 
· the name of the site’s sponsor or associated institution or organization, 
· the date you accessed the site, 
· the electronic address (URL). 

For example, a short work posted on a website would be formatted in MLA style as follows:

McCort, Dennis. “Kafka and the Coincidence Opposites.” Romantic Circles Praxis Series: Romanticism and Buddhism. Feb. 2007. Romantic Circles. 21 Apr. 2008 
     <www.rc.umd.edu/praxis/buddhism/mccort/mccort.html>.

· The requirement to acknowledge your sources is not limited to print materials.
· Electronic media present new opportunities of research AND temptations and dangers related to plagiarism.
· Often web-based information appears to have no author at all and is seemingly anonymous.
· There is a dangerous ease with which text, images, and data can be retrieved, copied and reused.
· Information:  what is it, whose is it, where is it, and how can I use it?


COMMON KNOWLEDGE? FALSE CITATION? MISREPRESENTING ORIGINAL WORK?  COLLABORATION?

· You may have heard that it is not necessary to cite a source if the information it provides is “common knowledge.”  Be careful here.  The belief that an idea or fact may be “common knowledge” is no reason not to cite your source. It’s certainly not a defense for plagiarism!  Keeping in mind that your professor is the primary audience for your work, you should ask your professor. When in doubt, cite.

· Citing a source when the material wasn’t obtained from that source also constitutes cheating. Students commit false citation when they cite sources they didn’t directly consult; such a violation is subject to the same penalties as plagiarism. 

· Fabricating or falsifying data of any kind is a serious academic violation.

· Particularly in the sciences or engineering where you may work with a laboratory team or on a group project, some of the work may be done in collaboration with fellow students. A portion of your grade may be based on joint efforts with other students, and a portion may be based on independent work on papers and examinations. To avoid confusion and possible violations of academic regulations, you must clearly understand what work must be done independently and what work may be done collaboratively. The penalty for copying weekly problem set solutions or programming assignments can be just as severe as it is for plagiarism on a major term paper.

ACKNOWLEDGING YOUR SOURCES: HOW?
CITATION STYLES:  MLA and APA
Literary Studies (MLA)

The MLA requires a parenthetical citation in the body of the text that corresponds to an entry in the Works Cited at the end.  A citation for a quotation from a book in the MLA style is formatted this way:

	As Frank Lentricchia argues, The Waste Land should not be understood as a logical sequence of events but as “an intellectual and emotional complex grasped in an instant of time” (194).

The parenthetical citation “(194)” refers to a page number from a book by Frank Lentricchia. Publication information about the book would be found in the Works Cited, where it would be formatted this way:

	Lentricchia, Frank. Modernist Quartet. New York: 
Cambridge UP, 1994.

Psychology (APA)

The APA also requires parenthetical citations in the body of the text, though these citations typically include the author and the date. A citation for a summary of an article in the APA style is formatted this way:

	Studies that examine links between cardiovascular and mental activity must understand that cardiovascular activity itself comprises a suite of variables (Van Roon, Mulder, Althaus, and Mulder, 2004).

The parenthetical citation “(Van Roon, Mulder, Althaus, and Mulder, 2004)” refers to an article by the four listed co-authors. Publication information about the article would be found in the References, where it would be
     formatted this way:

	Van Roon, A., Mulder, L., Althaus, M., and Mulder, G. (2004). Introducing 
a baroflex model for studying cardiovascular effects of mental workload. 
Psychophysiology, 41, 961–981.


MORE CITATION STYLES AND RESoURCES

· CMS, or “Chicago,” is a style in which citations are presented in footnotes. 

· Citation styles in math, science, and engineering tend to vary.   Following a quotation or a reference to the text, the author might name the source, or might use a superscript number such as 13 or a parenthetical number such as (13), to indicate the number of the article in the final list of references.
 
· For complete coverage of MLA, APA, and Chicago citation styles, you can consult the most recent edition of each style’s official manual: MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association and The Chicago Manual of Style.

· Be sure to know the style your professor requires for use.
